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Planing with the grain tools
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Overview

Knowing how to work with the grain ensures that your planing is efficient and
leaves a clean surface, while proper sharpening keeps your tools sharp and
effective. Improper grain orientation can cause chips, tear-outs, and/or
additional damage. Planes are used to "shave" thin, uniform strips from a
piece of wood, creating a smooth, level surface by removing "high spots.
Efficient planing can't be done without a good bench and a vise or two to hold
the work while you concentrate on controlling the plane. In the video above,
This Old House general contractor Tom. Q We have small shop, and the person
running the planer talks about planing, with rather than against the grain.
Claims it is smoother with less chips. True or false?

 How do we determine if the first time we plane a piece of lumber, what
direction is the grain?

 A True indeed. Definition of grain. Before you even touch the end grain:
Ensure the face and edge are flat and square — any twist or skew will amplify
errors on the end grain.
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Planing with the grain tools

  

Tips and Tricks for Handplaning 

Professional tips and techniques for
jointing edges, cleaning up end grain,
and for smoothing surfaces with hand
tools.

Learn More 

  

Woodworking Woodworking Hand
Plane Techniques: Achieving a ...

To ensure a fair and unbiased
comparison, I selected two distinctly
different wood species: cherry, a close-
grained hardwood, and mahogany, a
more open-grained variety. I carefully
cut each ...

Learn More 
  

End Grain Planing Basics -- From
Tear-Out to Glass Finish

End grain planing made simple. Learn
how to prep wood, choose the right
tools, avoid tear-out, and finish surfaces
to a mirror-smooth polish every time.

Learn More 

  

Learning to plane with the grain 
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So, when planing against the grain, the
cutting split actually follows the grain
into the piece of wood we want to save.
As this split gets longer and deeper, the
knife final breaks out a 

Learn More 

  

How to Plane Wood: 12 Steps (with
Pictures) 

Keep in mind that, as with a hand plane,
you'll want your planer to cut along the
grain of your wood to prevent tear-out.
Repeat the planing process as needed
until your wood is a desired ...

Learn More 
  

Planing with the Grain: A Quick
Resource Guide 

In this article, we'll discuss how to plane
with the grain to avoid damage and how
to identify the direction of grain in
various common wood types. Each piece
of wood you work with is as unique as
the tree it ...

Learn More 
  

How To Use a Hand Plane 

Hand planes are essential woodworking
tools that allow you to smooth, flatten,
and shape wood surfaces with precision.
This versatile instrument has been a
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staple in woodworking for ...

Learn More 

  

Mastering Wood Grain: Essential
Techniques for ...

Master wood grain direction for perfect
woodworking results. Learn essential
hand tool techniques, identify wood
types, and achieve smooth finishes.

Learn More 

  

Hand Planing: Flattening Boards
and Creating Smooth Surfaces

To flatten boards and create smooth
surfaces with hand planing, focus on
working with the grain to prevent tear-
out and achieve a fine finish. Keep your
blade sharp and properly adjusted for ...

Learn More 
  

How To plane end grain 

With the techniques explained in this
tutorial, you'll find planing the end grain
of a piece of wood easy. You will need:
Handplane Shooting board
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Learn More 

Contact Us

For catalog requests, pricing, or partnerships, please visit:
https://v4venison.co.za
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